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because, from the nature of the subject, all doubts
arise from ignorance and not from knowledge.
They are wholly negative, and prove nothing.
Let me illustrate.

If you try to convince an untutored mind that
the sun remains fixed in the centre of the solar
system, and that the earth, with her sister-planets,
moves around it, he will object by the evidence
of his own eyesight against your theory, and as
you reason with him, he may hold you in de-
rision. Although he be not able to gainsay your
positions, yet " seeing is believing," and his doubts
are sufficiently strong to keep him of the same
mind still. Now who does not know that these
doubts grow out of his ignorance and not out of
his knowledge ? They prove nothing against the
truth of your position, and they are worthless,
simply because they are mere negation. In like
manner, positive proof is presented for the truth
of the Bible. Doubts can not destroy that proof.
The former rests upon knowledge, the latter
spring from a want of it. When I say, " I know
that God has spoken to men in the Bible," I pre-
sent various proofs in the mass of internal and
external evidence that support the fact; but
should I say, " I doubt it," I must fly for support
to my own impressions of the incredibility of
God's giving a written revelation, or of the al-
leged facts and seemingly conflicting or inconsis-
tent statements of the Bible. In the one case,
positive proof originates moral certainty, and
doubts can not invalidate that proof. In the
other, ignorance of a thousand little matters on-